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REPORT ON THE NATIONAL SEMINAR ON NATURAL HAZARDS: ITS 
GEOLOGICAL IMPLICATION IN HILLY REGIONS 

The Department of Geology, St XavIer's College, 
Ranchl (Jharkhand) orgamzed a natIOnal semmar 01\ the 
above theme dunng 2] -23 November, 2002 The Sehunar 
was maugurated by HIS Excellency Rama lOIS, Governor 
of Iharkhand. Sf] Ravmdra Kumar Ral, State MInIster, 
Department of Mmes and Geology, Government of 
Iharkhand was the guest of Honour Actmg VIce-Chancellor 
and other offICials of Ranchl Umverslty were also present 

on thIS occaSIOn 
The Semmar was sponsored by Umverslty Grants 

COmmJSSIOn, Eastern RegIOnal Office, Kolkata, and was co

sponsored by the GeologIcal Survey of IndIa, Kolkata, 

Central Mme Planmng and DeSIgn Institute, Ranchl and 

IharkhandlBIhar State Mmeral Development CooperatlOn, 
Ranchl 

The Natwnal Semmar was a small effort from the 
Department of Geology to proVIde a common platform for 
sCientIfIC dehberatIOn and group dlscusslOn among the 
delegates from the dIfferent parts of our country so that 
with Improved knowledge base the adverse Impact of 
envIronmental degradatIon and the hazard to hfe and 
property can be minimIsed to the beneflt of the SOCIety 

The Semmar Included fIve keynote lectures and 35 
technIcal papers deahng WIth a WIde range of natural 
hazards The followmg keynote lectures were delIvered at 
the Semmar (1) An overvIew of Natural DIsaster, DIsaster 

Management and Post-dIsaster Trauma WIth spedal 
reference to the IndIan scenariO by Prof 0 P Verma, Ex

Head, Dept of ApplIed Geo)ogy, ISM, Dhanbad, 
(2) HImalayan Mountam BUIldmg and Related Problems of 
LandslIde Management by A K Smha, DIrector, Blrbal 
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Sahm Institute of Palaeobotany, Lucknow, (3) Impact of 
MIneral ExplOItatIOn on the Ecosystem and the 
EnVIronmental Hazard Management by S Das Gupta, 
DIrector (Geology), Dept of MInes and Geology, Govt of 
Iharkhand, RanchI, (4) A General Approach to Landshdes 
10 HIlly RegIOns - ClasslfIcatlOn and RIsk Assessment 

Technology by Arab10da Ghosh, Dept of Geological 
SCIences, Jadavpur UniVerSIty, Kolkata, (5) Landshps 
Management In the HImalayan RegIOn by Akhoun Pramod 
Knshna, Actmg DIrector, G B Pant InstItute of HImalayan 
EnVIronment and Development, Slkklm Umt J Tadong, 

Gangtok 
All the techmcal papers were WIdely dIscussed They 

related to natural dIsasters, landslIdes, IndustrIal effluent, 
hazards etc, m dIfferent regIOns such as HImalayan area, 

Chotanagpur Plateau, Coal mInmg areas etc More than 65 
delegates InIcudmg guest speakers attended the semmar 
On the last day of the Semmar, a fIeld trip to Ra]rappa 
coalfield was orgamzed 

In the concludIng part of the SemInar, I twas 
recommended that a Centre for RIsk Management should 
be estabhshed 10 the Department of Geology of St XaVIer's 
College, Ranchl to Impart theoretlcal and practIcal 
knowledge to pollcy leve1 personnel/planners, technocrats, 

academICIanS and NGOs 
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