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Congruence of endemism among four global biodiversity hotspots in 
India 
 
Thirty-six global biodiversity hotspots 
harbour high concentrations of species 
and endemism1. India accommodates in 
parts four hotspots, viz. the Himalaya 
(44.37% of global hotspot), Indo-Burma  
 (5.13%), Sundaland (1.28%) and the 
Western Ghats (64.95%) that exhibit 
high levels of floral and faunal diversity.  
Based on data on endemic plants col-
lected, we present hotspot-wise congru-
ence in plant endemism using field 

sampling data from 1264, 1114, 78 and 
1004 plots in the Himalaya, Indo-Burma, 
Sundaland and the Western Ghats re-
spectively, using nested quadrates of 
0.04 ha laid based on stratified random 
sampling2. 
 Among the four hotspots, the Hima-
laya hosts highest endemic richness (345 
species), followed by the Western Ghats 
(217), Indo-Burma (96) and Sundaland 
(25) (Figure 1). The congruence of  

endemic species was highest between the 
Himalaya and Indo-Burma (66), which 
could be due the fact that these two hots-
pots are in fact a part of the Indo-Malaya 
ecoregion3. However, we found 43  
endemic species common between the  
Himalaya and the Western Ghats, which 
seems to be an exciting fact for further 
research considering that they do not 
share any common borders. In all 446 
endemic species are not common bet-
ween any two hotspots, which need to be 
at the focus of conservation priorities. 
 
 

1. Myers, N. et al., Nature, 2000, 403, 853–
858. 

2. Roy, P. S. et al., Int. J. Appl. Earth Obs. 
Geoinf., 2015, 39, 142–159. 

3. Olson, D. M. and Dinerstein, E., Ann. Mo. 
Bot. Gard., 2002, 89(2), 199–224. 
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UGC-CARE List 
 
Sarma1 provides erroneous and mislead-
ing information with several flaws. He 
seems to be totally unaware that the Uni-
versity Grants Commission (UGC)-
approved list of journals stands cancelled 
since 14 June 2019. It has been replaced 
by the UGC-CARE (Consortium for 
Academic and Research Ethics) Refer-
ence List of Quality Journals (UGC-
CARE List). CARE has been established 
by UGC on 14 November 2018. Details 

are available at the UGC-CARE website 
(http://ugccare.unipune.ac.in). 
 The following points need to be noted 
in this context: 
 
 1. UGC-CARE has constituted an Em-
powered Committee of 14 members 
(http://ugccare.unipune.ac.in/site/website/ 
care-members.aspx) from various Indian 
councils and universities for recommend-
ing quality journals.  

 2. In addition, UGC-CARE has in-
cluded 25 members from various coun-
cils and statutory bodies. UGC has 
established a special cell for journal 
analysis at the Savitribai Phule Pune 
University, Pune, for coordinating acti-
vities related to creation and mainten-
ance of the UGC-CARE List. 
 3. The main objective of the UGC-
CARE List is to collect information 
about credible Indian journals and make 

 

 
 

Figure 1. Congruence of endemism among the four hotspots. 
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it available to the research community. 
Many Indian journals are in print format 
and in regional languages. The UGC-
CARE List will incorporate such journals 
after scrutiny through the CARE proto-
cols. It should be noted that 72 journals 
published by various Indian Societies are 
already included in the List. 
 4. We believe that the multi-layered 
scrutiny followed by CARE is effective 
in ensuring the quality of journals.  
 5. Kavaka – a journal of mycology, re-
ferred to by Sarma1, is already indexed in 
the UGC-CARE List.  
 6. The UGC-CARE List is dynamic 
and is updated quarterly.  
 
 It is unfortunate that Sarma did not 
make any effort to learn about the UGC-
CARE initiative2. 

 

1. Venkateswara Sarma, V., Curr. Sci., 2019, 
117(10), 1553. 

2. Patwardhan, B. P. and Thakur, Archana, 
Curr. Sci., 2019, 117(6), 918–919.  
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Response 
 
My letter1 was submitted to Current 
Science on 11 April 2019, and it was 

broadly based on the prevailing status of 
the issue at that point of time. The obser-
vations were momentary and reflect on 
the status of journal recognition policy 
by UGC during April 2019; subsequent 
changes made by the commission have 
been overlooked. Since several changes 
have been made by UGC on policies of 
recognition of journals, as explained by 
Patwardhan and Nagarkar, I withdraw 
the observations made in my letter1, as 
they have now become irrelevant.  
 

V. VENKATESWARA SARMA 
 
Department of Biotechnology, 
Pondicherry University,  
R.V. Nagar, Kalapet,  
Puducherry 605 014, India 
e-mail: sarmavv@yahoo.com 

 
 

CURRENT SCIENCE 
Display Advertisement Rates 

 

India Tariff (Rupees)* 

 
Size 

No. of  
insertions 

Inside pages Inside cover pages Back cover pages 

B&W Colour B&W Colour B&W Colour 
 
 
 
Full page 
(H = 23 cm;  
W = 17.5 cm) 

 1 18,000 30,000 25,000 40,000 35,000 45,000 
 2 33,000 55,000 47,000 76,000 65,000 86,000 
 4 62,000 1,05,000 92,000 1,46,000 1,25,000 1,65,000 
 6 90,000 1,50,000 1,25,000 2,00,000 1,75,000 2,25,000 
 8 1,10,000 1,87,000 1,68,000 2,65,000 2,30,000 3,00,000 
10 1,35,000 2,25,000 1,98,000 3,15,000 2,70,000 3,60,000 
12 1,80,000 3,00,000 2,50,000 4,00,000 3,50,000 4,50,000 

        

Half page 
(H = 11 cm;  
W = 17.5 cm) 

 1 10,000 18,000 

 
Quarter page  
(H = 11 cm; 
W = 8 cm) 

 

No. of  
insertions 

Inside pages 
 2 19,000 33,000   B&W   Colour 
 4 35,000 62,000  1        6,000     12,000 
 6 50,000 90,000  6      30,000      60,000 
 8 60,000 1,10,000 12      60,000 1,20,000 
10 72,000 1,35,000  
12 1,00,000 1,80,000 

Other  
Countries 

 
Tariff (US $)* 

 
Size 

No. of 
insertions 

Inside pages Inside cover pages Back cover pages 
  B&W    Colour    B&W    Colour    B&W   Colour 

Full page 
(H = 23 cm;  
W = 17.5 cm) 

 1 300 650 450 750 600 1000 

 6 1500 3000 2250 3500 3000 5000 
Half page 
(H = 11 cm;  
W = 17.5 cm) 

 1 200 325  
 6 1000 2000 

*25% rebate for Institutional members 
 

Note: For payments towards the advertisement charges, Cheque (at par/multicity) or Demand Drafts may be drawn in favour of  
‘Current Science Association, Bengaluru’. 
 

Contact us: Current Science Association, C.V. Raman Avenue, P.B. No. 8001, Bengaluru 560 080 or e-mail: csc@ias.ac.in 
 

Last date for receiving advertising material: Ten days before the scheduled date of publication. 
 

[The jurisdiction for all disputes concerning submitted articles, published material, advertisement, subscription and sale will be at 
courts/tribunals situated in Bengaluru city only.] 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


