CORRESPONDENCE

Ph D degree. They are thus desperate
enough to finish their Ph D as soon as
possible and by any means achieve an
impressive API score.
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Response:

Dutta and Dutta have agreed with some
of my views, but objects to my compari-
son of contemporary teachers with those
who had taught earlier. In this context,
the following points are worth noting. Do

fundamentals change with changing
times? Have we discarded Newton
because he is old and out-dated? No su-
perstructure can be built on weak infra-
structure. If the foundations are weak, no
matter how much innovation is talked
about, it will lead to caricature or out-
right failure. Yes, in the modern times,
chalk and talk method of teaching has
given way to smart classrooms, where
wall or roof-mounted projectors are used
to display books and journals. To what
extent has this improved true transfer of
knowledge and assimilation of informa-
tion? Yes, information is available today
at our fingertips, but to what extent is
that information been digested and used
to create new information? I stick to my
point that earlier teachers used to teach
fundamentals and the rest of information
pick-up was left to the students. Today
perhaps, information is being provided,
but with weak fundamentals —that in-
formation is floating like ice on water.
Conditions are not conducive for the ice
to melt and mix with water that is basi-
cally a metaphor of knowledge here.
With such a scenario, teaching is losing
its flavour. Earlier, students used to wait
the whole day for a teacher to come and

take a class. Today, students know that
such and such books will be displayed in
the class and therefore, there is no point
in attending classes. Of course, the sce-
nario varies from state to state, or from
college to college. However, one must
agree that a teacher in the true sense of
the term — a person who can teach, edu-
cate, create a culture of scholarship in
the minds of the students, convert a so-
called unstirred mind to an inquisitive
and well-stirred mind, infuse hope and
confidence —is not being seen much
these days. A teacher is an idea. If
information was all that important, a
library full of books and journals could
act as a replacement for the teachers.
That is not to be. We need teachers who
can inspire. Information is time-bound,
inspiration cuts the barrier of time and
creates generations. I hope Dutta and
Dutta will agree with me.

BASAB CHAUDHURI

West Bengal State University,
Berunanpukuria, Malikapur, Barasat,
North 24 Paraganas 700 126, India
e-mail: basabc@vsnl.net

CURRENT SCIENCE, VOL. 110, NO. 2, 25 JANUARY 2016

133



