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Figure 2. Average summer and winter 
sea-surface temperature time data 
(11 m/day at 4 km level) analysed during 
the past 4 years (data courtesy: NASA, 
USA).  
 
Analysis of SST data of this region, de-
rived from the Giovanni on-line data sys-
tem5, developed and maintained by 

NASA GESDISC, revealed 1.02C and 
1.61C rise in temperature above normal 
during 2014, in summer and winter re-
spectively, could trigger coral bleaching 
(Figure 2). The present study indicates 
that the reef is under stress; however, a 
detailed study is required to understand 
coral bleaching more precisely. 
 Fishing and eco-tourism related to the 
reef are the main source of livelihood for 
the local population at Malvan. The  
present study suggests that if this event 
continues, it will ruin the marine biodi-
versity as well as economy of the region 
in the future. 
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NEWS 
 
Nobel Prizes 2015 
 
Nobel Prize winners in the area of sci-
ence, medicine or physiology and eco-
nomics for the year 2015 have been 
announced.  
 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 
was awarded to three scientists. One  
half was shared by Prof. William. C. 
Campbell of Drew University, Madison, 
NJ, USA and Satoshi Omura, Kitasato 
University, Japan ‘for their discoveries 
concerning a novel therapy against infec-

tions caused by roundworm parasites’. 
The other half was announced in favour 
of Youyou Tu of the China Academy of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine, Beijing 
China ‘for discoveries concerning a 
novel therapy against malaria’.  
 Nobel Prize in Physics was shared by 
Prof. Takashi Kajita, University of To-
kyo, Kashiwa, Japan and Prof. Arthur B. 
McDonald of Queen’s University, King-
ston, Canada ‘for the discovery of neu-
trino oscillations which shows that 
neutrinos have mass’. 
 Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded 
to three scientists for their ‘mechanistic 
studies of DNA repair’. The three scien-
tists are Prof. Thomas Lindahl of Francis 

Crick Institute, Hertfordshire, UK; Prof. 
Paul Modrich, Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute and Duke University of Medi-
cine, Durham, NC, USA and Prof. Aziz 
Sancar, University of North Carolina, 
Chappel Hill, NC, USA ‘for mechanistic 
studies of DNA repair’.  
 The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Eco-
nomics was announced in favour of  
Angus Deaton of Princeton University, 
NJ, USA ‘for analysis of consumption, 
poverty and welfare’. These studies have 
great relevance to India. 
 Current Science has planned to publish 
more detailed account of some of these 
prizes in the subsequent issues of the 
journal. 

 
Figure 1. Location of the study sites (T, transect) and bleached corals at Malvan 
Marine Sanctuary. a, Completely bleached Plesiastrea versipora; b, Bleached and dead 
P. lutea covered by turf algae; c, Porites compressa; d, Bleached colonies of Porites
compressa; e, Partially bleached Porites sp. with completely bleached Pseudosider-
astrea tayami; f, Cyphastrea serailia; g, Pseudosiderastrea tayami; h, Favites melice-
rum; i, Turbinaria mesenterina; j, Porites lichen. 
 


