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Wc are very fast approaching the end of 

the 20th century and entering a new era. T h e 

whole world is passing through an economic 

crisis. One often hears obout crushing of 

share markets in one country after another . 

Basically, apar t from food grain productions, 

ail are mostly engaged in producing consumer 

goods and some are in a rmament manufac

turing. For all these items produced one is 

to find market . Indiscriminate production of 

such things, irrespective of the need of man

kind and survival, creates artificial condition 

of crisis in different countries. 

In India , one has to be very careful and 

not to follow the same pa th as is the practice 

in some advanced countries. Firstly, one has 

to make a detailed study of the needs of peo

ple Food, shelter, clothing, health care and 

education are the pr imary concern. Require

ment of total foodgrain to feed the populace 

are to be ascertained along with the total cuN 

livable land including dry farming. Then 

yield per acre per year minus the food grains 

to be consumed by each farming family and 

agricultural non-farming family will give us 

number of families that can be sustained on 

cultivable land. Tak ing a figure of 40 to .50 

per cent of population engaged comfortably on 

land, the rest is to be taken out and employed 

in other fields. 

Secondly, the number of dwelling houses 

that will be required for total population (both 

in urban and rural areas) on the basis of a mini

m u m space per person or per family of 4 to 5 

have to be calculated. Type of construction, 

building materials requirement are to be ascer

tained. In the same manner a thorough study 

is to be made to find man-power requirement 

in transport including manufacturing of ve

hicles, roads and bridges to be built so tha t 

proper rail and road connections can be made 

even to the remotest part of the country. 

I t is estimated that at the end of Seventh 

Plan period unemployment will be to the tune 

of 20 million. I t will be practically impossible 

for the economy to grow at the rate at which 

this can b t absorbed. It is suggested by some 

organisations that diversified enterprenurial 

activities in such sectors as building and con

struction, road transport , irrigation and exten

sive dairy farming and poultry projects could 

be taken to generate gainful employment , in a 

basically agricultural economy. A proper for

ward looking man-power planning and H u m a n 

Resource Development can only save our coun

try from future famine and starvation and pro

vide gainful employment for all. 
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