
Editorial

I t  i* heartening to note that the G o ve rn ­
ment o f Ind ia  has la id  some special 
emphasis on certain Developm ent Projects 
a ltering the p rio rity  and diverting resources 
tow ards their im plem entation for the 
benefit o f  the rural mass. Som e o f the 
am bitious programmes o f the U n ion  
G overnm ent in a bid to achieve ‘G reen 
Revo lu tio n ’ throughout the country are
( i )  to extend the electrical transm ission and 
d istribu tion  grid to the remotest village,
( i i )  to irrigate the cu ltivab le  lands w ithout 
much o f dependence on the nature and
(iii)  to establish road links between the 
rural areas, the urbanisable fringes and the 
towns and cities.

The problem  of m ateria ls have 
become very very scarce due to sudden 
taking  up o f m any development schemes 
w ithout p rio r caution ing  It  cannot be 
gainsaid that rhe present requirem ent of 
m ateria ls is much more than the total

capacity of production. So there is neces­
sity for assessment not only of the require­
ment but also of the capacity of produc­
tion

The reason why The Association  of 
Engineers, In d ia  sponsored this 3-day 
Engineering M ate ria ls  &  Equ ipm ent C o n ­
ference is that this oldest engineering 
society wanted to jo in  hands w ith  the 
G overnm ent to study the present cond ition  
in terms o f industria l preparedness, to 
explore the possib ilities o f using ind igen­
ous m ateria ls and m achinery, to find out 
the newer and cheaper substitute m aterials 
and equipments, to reduce the foreign 
exchange involvem ent, to evo lve m ethods 
and to take necessary steps tow ards the 
solution o f the problem.

The Specia l Features o f this conference 
are the Techn ical Book  show and the 
award o f K A R M O V IR O T T A M A  title  to 
the Late  N . V . M o d ak , S ir  Jeh an g ir J .  Gha- 
ndy &  Late  P ro f. G o p a l Ch. Sen, three 
engineering talents o f the country fo r their 
lifelong dedication to the cause o f engineer­
ing and technological profession. In  
every Technical Session, the experts in 
their field o f activities have been requested 
to give lectures and their contributions in 
the form o f articles have been published 
in the souvenir, which is a Specia l Issue 
o f the jou rna l o f  the Association  o f En g in ­
eers, Ind ia . The papers o f those speakers 
which were received late could not be 
published in fu ll, except the synopsis.

I hope, the deliberations o f this C o n fe r­
ence would be o f trem endous help not only 
to the Governm ent but also to the indus­
trialists, m anufacturers and the entrepre­
neurs to draw  up their future ‘P la n  o f 
A c tio n ’.


