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The company plans, he adds, to use local resources and local equipment to the 
maximum extent possible. "For instance," he says, "we use a technology for rotary air-blast 
(BAB) drilling and we had originally planned to import the equipment from Australia. 
However, we find that there is a company in Bangalore which manufactures water drilling 
equipment which can with modifications, serve our purpose". 

Asked whether AIR planned to go it alone or was looking for collaborations with 
local companies, he says, "We are open to discussions for collaborations in all areas". 

Mr Allfounder, however, feels there is need for clarity in policy areas. "We 
anticipate that the present trickle of interest will become a flood of foreign investment once 
your mining sector opens up. At that stage, you may have any number of companies 
interested in bidding for prospecting licences for the same area. In Australia, we have a 
system where the first person to file the application gets the licences as long as he fulfils 
the basic criteria in terms of technology and viability. This is still one of the grey areas in 
India. However, we appreciate that the Indian mining sector is just opening up and that 
everyone still. has to feel his way around." 

NEXT SLIDE PLEASE! 

"I thought that in the eight minutes I've got I'd bring you up to date on what our 
group has been doing in the last year; in a sense this is a progress report and updates the 
paper we gave here last year; I won't go over the nomenclature again; could I have the first 
slide please-oh, I think you have someone else's box-mine is the grey one with my name 
on the top, no, wait a minute, not my name, whose name was it now? ah yes, you've found 
it; there's a red spot on the top right hand side of each slide that is the slide that becomes 
the bottom left when you project it OK, you've got it now, let's have a look, no that's the 
last slide not the first, yes, now you've got the right one but it's on its side, what about the 
red dot? there are two? well anyway turn it through ninety degrees, no, the other way, yes, 
now we're there, perhaps we could have the lights off, well I' am sorry there are probably 
too many words on this slide, and the printing is a bit thin; can you read it at the back? 
you can't; well I'd better read it out; no I won't, it is all in the paper which should be 
published within a month or so, and anyone who wants I'll give a preprint to afterwards, 
anyway, for those who can read it, this slide is a block diagram of the purification process 
we used and before I go any further I should mention that there are couple of misprints: 
on the third row, fourth box from the left, well, of course that is the second box from the 
right, jf you can read it, it says alkaline, now that should be acidic; also perhaps you can 
see the word membrane; now if I can have a look at the next slide - now which one is this 
? ah, yes it's the scatter diagram, I haven't marked the quantities but we are plotting 
concentration against particles size; if I remember rightly this has been normalised; 
perhaps I could have the lights for a moment to check in the text, yes, here we are, well 
it doesn't actually say- we could work it out but it's probably not worth the time, so if I 
could have the lights off, let's have a look at the plot; well I think you can see a sort oflinear 
relationship-there's a fair bit of scatter, of course, but I think the data are at least 
suggestive; perhaps if I held up a pointer you could see the relationship more clearly - I 
expect there's a pointer around somewhere, no I won't need the lights, yes here it is, now 
you can see the trend and there's just the hint of another trend running sub-parallel to it 
through this other cluster of points, you may see that more clearly' if I slide the pointer 
across to the other-no, I wasn't saying next slide, just that I would slide the pointer; anyway 
now the next slide is up let's keep it on the screen, now this is the sort of evidence on which 
the data in the last slide were based; this is a thin section-it could take just a bit of focusing­
yes, that's better, it's difficult to get the whole slide in focus at once, now the scale is, well 
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that bar is one micron long, hang on what am I saying? it's ten microns long-oh dear, the 
chairman is giving me the two minute warning, i(s difficult to give you a clear picture 
of this work in only eight minutes, but let's plough on, what was [ saying? ah yes, that the 
bar is ten micron~ long, now if we turn to the next slide, please, this is the result of a 
chemical analysis of the dark region that is near the centre of the thin section, is it possible 
to go back a slide? well not to worry, you can seen in the analysis how dominant- sorry 
what was that? oh yes, the errors are plus or minus a per cent or so -that's the standard 
deviation, no it can't be, it must be the standard error of the mean-oh dear, the chairman 
says my time is up, can I beg half a minute - are there anu more slides? really? well let's 
skip the next two, now this one is pretty important, it brings together several of the threads 
that you've probably been able to discern running through this talk, but rather than go 
through it in detail perhaps I should have the lights and just put up one or two key numbers 
on the blackboard- the chairman says there's no chalk, well it's all in the paper I was 
mentioning anyway perhaps I've been able to give you the gist of what we've been doing, 
I guess that's all r ve got time for." 

(Reproduced from Nature, v.272, 27 April 1978, p.743) 

AN UNETHICAL PRACTICE 

A paper by Dharun Mahato titled "Ground Water Quality in Weathered Singhbhum 
Granite around Karanjia, southern Bihar" was published in the Jour. Geological Society 
of India, v. 43(6), pp. 685-689, 1994. 

It was brought to our notice that at least 7 paragraphs including a major part of the 
abstract and a figure is a verbatim copy from a paper published earlier by S.K. Lunkad and 
B.C. Raymahashay, entitled "Ground Water Quality in Weathered Dec.can Basalt of 
Malwa Plateau, India" in the Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology, v. 11, pp. 273-
277, 1978 (Printed in Northern Ireland). 

When this was conveyed to DharunMahato, the following reply was received from 
him: 

" ...... I want to say that I have gone through my original manuscript. Some portion 
of the text of my paper is similar to a published paper of S.K. Lunkad and B.C. 
Raymahashay (1978) published in Quart. Jour. Engg. Geology, v.ll, pp. 273-277. But the 
terrain, geohydrology, data, conclusions and references are different. The unfortunate 
omission of Lunkad and Raymahashay in the text as well as in the reference sections of my 
paper, is sincerely regretted. The unknowingly omission was due to typing error which led 
to this most unfortunate incident, for which I sincerely apologise". 

The paper by Dharun Mahato in the Jour. G.S.I., c.ontains reproduction of word for 
word and sentence by sentence in sections of it from the earlier publication. This is a clear 
case of plagiarism. Mere expression of an apology, throwing the blame on typing is not 
adequate. Since the paper by Lunkad and Raymahashay was published in Northern Ireland 
it was not possible for most of us (even in the field of hydrogeology) to know this fact. We 
sincerely regret for the mistake which has occurred in spite of the care in getting the paper 
scrutinized before publication. 

-Editor 
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