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and geo-tectonic settings of the baslns Large resources 
of hlgh rank coal rn the country provrde ample 
opportun~tles for harnessing thls un-conventional source of 
energy 

The Indlan coal IS malnly confined to the Permian 
Gondwana baslns and Cenozolc baslns Methane emlsslon 
studles from worklng rnlnes of Indla lnd~cate most of the 
degree three gassy mines (> 10 cublc m/ton) are confined to 
the four Damodar Valley coal fields, VIZ Ranrganj, Jharra, 
Bokaro and North Karanpura In Blhar and West Bengal Of 
these, the thlckest bltumlnous coals are extensively 
developed In the Barakai Measures and in Raniganj 
Measures of Lower and Upper Permran age, respectively 
The Barakar coal seams are superlor to Ranlganj coal seams 
as coal bed methane targets Tertlary coals are widespread 
In Assam, Meghalaya, Alunachal Pradesh, Tam11 Nadu, 
Rajasthan dnd Gujarat Tertiary coals are generally found 
to be llgnrtic to sub-b~tumlnous In rank and are generally 
consrdered to be unsu~table for coal bed methane target 
However, Tert~ary coals In pet1 ollferous baslns of Cambay, 
Upper Assam and Assam-Arakan may be prospectwe due 

to reported hrgher gas content, which IS probably stored In 
the coal after generation from deeper-lying hydrocarbon 
source beds or may be of biogenic orlgln 

Based on the initiative taken by Directorate General of 
Hydrocarbons, Government of India has awarded 16 CBM 
blocks to different companies for exploration and production 
of CBM In the country The total production from these 
blocks 1s estimated at 23 milIion rnetr~c standard cublc meter 
per day at their peak production level Results obtalned from 
more than 75 exploratory or test wells in these blocks have 
been very encouraging and there have been prornislng finds 
in eastern and central part of Indla Prellmlnary estrrnates 
put the antlclpated CBM productron from these blocks In 
the range of 20-22 rn~llion cubic meters per day for about 
20 years 
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WORKSHOP ON EARTHQUAKE - AWARENESS AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

Jabalpur Iles In seismlc zone 111 where an earthquake of 
6 0 mdgn~tude occurred in May 1997 Some of the locall tles 
of Jabalpur w~th thlck so11 cover and reclaimed areas need 
partlculdr attention rn d~saster management to mlnimlze 
losses from posslble earthquakes Keeping these aspects In 
mlnd a workshop on "Earthquake-Awareness and D~saster 
Management" sponsored by Madhya Pradesh Councll of 
Sclence and Technology and organised by South Asian 
Assoclat~on of Economrc Geologists (SAAEG), Jabalpur 
Chapter, was held on 27 June, 2006 The workshop was 
convened by D K Trehan 

The workshop was Inaugurated by Dr M K  son^, 
DDG, Geolog~cal Survey of India, Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhattrsgarh In hls Inaugural address Dr Son1 
said that earth scientists have done lntenslve work on 
earthquake and dlsaster management and efforts should 
be made to enlighten the public on varlous aspects of 
management The first technical sesslon was presided 
by R K Slnghal S D Plmprlkar presented hls keynote 
papel on ' Se~smotectontcs in parts of Central Indla" 
D K Trehan spoke on Monitor~ng of Crustal Deformation 
Anamlka Sharma presented her paper on Earth- 
quake Resistant Design of Buildings V K Khanna 

highlighted various approaches In the delineat~on of 
seismic zones 

The second techn~cal session was preslded by D K Jha 
In thls sesslon S D Plmprikar spoke on Principles of 
M~crozonat~on Agn~vesh Uday Roy, of Urban Earthquake 
Vulnerablllty Risk Project of UNDP, screened a film on 
earthquakes, coverlng management aspects also 

Earlier a poster exhlbltlon on the sald topic was 
inaugurated by S K Chattopadhyaya, Income Tax 
Commlssloner A book t~tled BIzukarnp Kya 7 Kyon 7 Kazse 7 

in  hind^, wrltten by V K  Khanna and published by 
Kitab Ghar, New Delhl was released by Dr Son1 The 
book IS a part of popularization of the sclence of earth- 
quake 

A large, number of cltlzens, sclentlsts from Geological 
Survey of India, Indtan Bureau of Mines, DGM, M P 
Government and educational lnstitutlons attended the 
workshop Organlslng Secretary, Prof Khanna thanked 
varrous Institutions, particularly GSI, for their cooperation 

In organislng the workshop 
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