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A NOTE ON PITYROGRAMMA CALOMELANOS I N  INDIA 

Pityrogramm calomelanos (L.) [Link Handb. 
Gew. 3. 20. 1833 (=Acrostichum calomelanosl., 
Spec. Plant., 2. 1702, 1753)] is a tropical American 
fern which has run wild within quite recent times 
in the tropics and the subtropics of the whole 
world. During the past few decades this fern has 
been reported to occur in a wild state from a num- 
ber of places in India, Chandra (1963) in his tax* 
nomic account of the genus Pityrogramma in India 
has emphasised that the first published and 
authentic record of the species dated back to 1934 
by Wehra from S i k k h  and 1935 by dYAlmeida 
from Bombay ; and probably Beddome. (I 892) re- 
ported the species as Pellaea calomelanos Link 
from N. W. Himalayas, near Almora. Recently 
Nayar (1964, p. 203) has clearly mentioned that 
(I among early workers, Hooker (1868-under 
P t A )  and Beddome (1 8gz-under Pdlaea) have 
reported P. calomelanos in India." This note is 
intended to comment on the above mentioned 
tecent worke with reference to the'oldest known 
record, taxonomy and distribution of Pityro- 
gramma calomelanos. 

If one was to locate the earliest published record 
of the fern from India, Blatter and d9Almeida in 
tgaz (p. 176) had very clearly indicated its occur- 
rence (under Gymnogramme) from Bombay Presi- 
dency and Nilgiris, with the comments "run wild 
in and aromd Bombay". 'In the Bombay Presi- 
klency these authors collected the fern from Khan- 
dala and Kampoli ; Dango forest (Surat) ; Bombay 
bland, Malabar Hill, Sewrie, Rowli Hill, Sion 
Wood. From the Himalayan range the first pub- 
lished record .is by Mehra in 1932 and not 1934 as 
dtad bp Chandra (1963) and Nayar (1964). 

There is no mention of Pityrogramma calo- 

melanos in the earlier classic works on Indian ferns 
by Clarke (1880) and Beddome (1883, 1892). The 
contentiori of Chandra (1963) as well as of Nayar 
(1964) that Beddome (1892) had mentioned the 
species under Pellnen and of Nayar (1964) that 
Hooker had placed it under. Pteris is erroneous. 
Pellaea calomelanos (Sw.) Link (=Pteris calo- 
mehnos (Sw.) is a widely different species met with 
in the N.W. Himalayas (cf. Clarke, 1880; Beddodle, 
1892) and shares with Pityrogramma calomelanos 
only the specific epithet. Further Hooker (in 
fact Hooker and Baker, 1865-1868, and r874, 
p. 152) in the Synopsis Filicum referred .from India 
to only Pellaea calomelanos* and that too under 
the genus Pellaen and not Pteris, That Hooker 
had no inclination to consider it as Pteris is clear 
from Clarke (1.c.) who commented "Sir W. J. 
Hooker expresses great surprise that Kunze supposed 
this species a Pteris rather than a Pellaea". 

Hooker and Baker (1874, p. 385) did, however, 
include Pityrogramma caZomelanos in the Synopsic 
Filicum under the genus Gymnogramme, but not 
from India. It  may be added that Pelkzea calo- 
melanos is characterized by the idtimate segments 
naked on both surfaces, and the sori in a broad 
marginal line soon hiding the narrow membrana- 
ceous involucre, whereas Pitymgramma calomelrP. 
nos is characterized by white ceraceous covering on 
the undersurface, and the sporangia are distributed 
all over the veinlets without an indusium, 

Apart from 'the earliest published record of the 

+Pellaea cdomelanos (Sw.) Link is L n o m  in literature aa P. 
ha~taia (Thbg. Prand (cf. Christensen, 1906, 479,480) with h ~ w i s  lurrtata T b (non SW.) t P. c a ~ r n ~ b o s  tw. as synonyms. id Hooker dr ~afcr ,  1874 ; p. 152 aDd Beddome, 1892, p. 104). 
wis hastata Thbg. ia not synonymou with Adwn#m htahn Lf. 
(d. Schelpe, 1963). 




