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THE VEGETATION AUlNG THE SEASHORES IN SALsETX'E ISLAM,, B p & f ~ ~ y  

G. L. SHAH 
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A B S T R A C T  

information about the vegetation dong the s e ~ h ~ c l l  ia m t .  . After an iatmiw 
exploration , .,~c,us areas in the Salsette Island, thi.9 PPm is prepud m g;ve an a ~ p u n t  of 
vegetation along sea-crt&. near Juhu, Vemova, Madh b u d ,  M.Ld and Dhodbundb. 
vegetation is dadbed under the h e d n p  a d  VeI*ution along the dp of the sea 
creeks. 

INTRODUCTION 

Navalkar (Journ. Bom. Nat. Hist. Soc. 53:335- 
345. 1956) has described only the mangrove com- 
position of the various creeks near about Bombay 
n this paper, the author gives an account of vege- 

tation along the sea creeks near ~ u h u ,  Versova, 
Madh Island, Malad and Ghodbunder. The 
Vegetation is described under Mangroves and 
Vegetation along the edges of the sea creek and 
on sands, 

MANGROVES 

h general, thi following mangroves are. found: 
&anthus ilicifolius Linn., Aegicera corntculatum 
Blanco, Aelvropus k o p o i d e i  Trin., Arthrocnemum 
k d k u r n  Moq, Avicepnia alba BI., A- 
o@cinalh Linn., Bruguiera gymnorhiza b m k ~  
B. m i f l o r a  W. & A.. Ceriops tagal Robin., 
E x c o e c ~ r ~  aga]1ocha Linn., Lumnitzera racemosa 
WilId., Rhizophora mucromta Larnk., Sdvadora 
persica Linn., Sesu&m portulacast7um Lin?., 
and Suaeda fruticosa Forsk. Occasionally Straga 
euphrasioides Bth. is found on the roots of AelurOP 
us- lagopoides Trin. 
In the creeks at Tuhu. Versova, Madh Island - - - - - - - 

and Malad, ~ v i c e n n i i  alba B1. is the most commofr 
and dominant plant; Acanthus ilicifoli~cs Lbn* 1s 
next in dominance. These two plants' may occur 
either in ure or mixed stands. Aegiceras cornz- 
culatum Jlanco and Ceriopr togal ~ o b i n .  are 
m m ~ o n  but not abundant. Rhzzophora mucro- 
nata Lamk. and Ex,coecaria agallocha Linn, are 
rare. Bruguiera sp. does not occur in this area*, 
Arthrocnemum tndicum Moq, Sesuuium ~ o n u h -  
castrum Linn, and Suaeda frutzcosa Forsk. are Corn- 
anon on mud flats near the edges of the sea. c?eeks, 
acmered or in loose patches. Acanthus zbafolrw 
Pnn, Avicennia alba B1. etc. are only 1-1.5 m. tall, 
m these areas ; a few trees of Avicennia alba B1.9 
about 3-5 m, high, occur only near Madh Island. 

At Ghodbunder creek, the mangrove veg~tatlo? 
consists of large shrubs or. small trees. A ~ c e n n , ~  
alba BI., A. oficinalis Linn., ExcoecaTia 
.agallocha Linn, R h i ~ o p h o t ~  mucr~nata Lamk. and 
S~mteratia apetala B.-H. are 3-6 rn. tall. Acmthus 
&cifo1iuS Lim,, Aegkcras co&datum Blanco, 

Rruguiera gym.norhiza Lamk., B. pmuiflord 
W. & A., Ceriops tagal Robin. are only 1-1 .s m. 
tall, rarely up t o  2.5 m. hi h. Arthrocnmum k indicum Moq., Sesuvium portu acastrum Linn.' and 
Suaeda fruticosa Forsk. are either prostrate or s u b  
erect, only 3-5 cm. high. Sonneratia apetaia B.-H. 
forms more or less a distinct row near the edges 
of water where as Excoecaria agallocha Linn. is 
found in a row near the edge's of the creek. The 
only twiner on these mangroves is Derris trifoliata 
Lour. ~annichellia prlustrzs Linn. is common and 
locally abundant. in the brakish, stagnant water 
along the creek. 

Lumnitzera rucemosa Willd. is an interesting 
mangrove, which, so far, has been found only at 
Malad creek. It is a common shrub, 75-120 cm. 
tall, with white flowers. It flowers and fruits in 
December-July. According to Navalkar @. 336), 
this plant was found on the shores of Bandra in 
1933 but has completely disa peared in 1934. The 
later author does not men & n the occurrence of 
this plant from any of the creeks studied by him, 

VEGETATION ALONG THE EDGES OF Tm 
SEA CREEKS 

Clerodendrum i n e r m  Gaertn., Malachra capita 
ta Linn. and Phoenix sylvestris Roxb, often f o m  
dense thickets along the edges of the sea creeks. 
On these thickets there are a number of climbers 
e.g. Cayratia carnosa Gagnep., Ipomoea digitata 
Linn., Melothria mderaputana Cogn., Momordica 
dioica Roxb., Pentatropis spiralis Decas., Tricho- 
santhes cucumerina Linn. The other plants found 
along the creeks are Blepharis maderaspatensis 
Roth, B. molluginijoolia Pers., Blumea ampleetans 
DC., Chloris barbats Sw., C. en'rgata Sw., Comme- 
lina various species, Cressa cretzco Linn.. Cyper. 
aceae various species, Diplachne fusca Beauv., 
Eragrostis cilimis R. Br., Laggera aurita Sch.-Bip., 
Phyla . nodipora Green, Sphaeranthus africmuo 
Linn, etc. 

VEGETATION ON SANDS 

On sands Coqos nuciferu Linn. is .a common tree. 
Zpomoea pescaprae var. #eseaprae, Launaea sarmerr* 
tosu Alst, and Spinifex Ettoralis B1, always tnril on 
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the sands, and form loose or dense patches. CyFrus 
arenarius Retz., Crotalmia retusa Linn., Dactylocte- 
nium sindicum Boiss., Leucas aspera Spreng., 
Opzrntia elatior Mill., Pedalium murex Linn., 
Urp'nea indica Kunth etc. are common on sands. 

During monsoon, Chlorophytrrrn tuberosum Baker 
is the commonest and most ebundant plant, 
masses of it covering large areas on sands. A 
number of other plants found on the sands at this 
time are: Aervri lanata Juss., Alysicarpus sp., 
Calotropis giganten R. Br., Crotalmia verrucosa 
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Linn., C.  linifolia Linn. f., Corchorus aestu- 
ans Linn., Cyperus.bulbosus Vahl, Hibiscus lobafus 
O.K., Heliotropium marifotium Retz., Justzcza 
simplex Don, Trichocleslna amplexicazcle Roth etc. 
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