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ANGIOSPEMC FLORA OF DARBHANGA (MITHILA, NORTH BIHARFI 
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A B S T R A C T  

This communication is the first of a series of preliminary reports of angiospermic plants growing 
in Darbhanga and around. This includes 287 species, 243 genera and 93 families in total. Monocots 
are represented by 51 species, 47 genera and 18 families; and dicots by 236 species, 196 genera and 75 
families. The arrangement of families 1s according to Bentham and Hooker (1862-83). 

INTRODUCTION 

Darbhanga is district headquarter. It is 30 km 
south of the Himalaya at an altitude of 76.8 rn 
above sea-level, on latitude 26'1 I' N and longitude 
86" E. The annual rainfall is about 1200 mm, 
average temperature 36°C and humidity 66%. The 
soil is of sandy loam type with pH 8.6 and CPNK 
ratio I 200 : 85 : 3 : 700. Hooker (I 8g4), Haines (I gz2), 
Mooney (rgso), Prain (1903), Duthie (1go3), Banerjee 
and Banerjee (1968) and others have mentioned 
about plants of this area. The place is feebly 
surveyed from botanical point of view. The present 
communication forms thce first of a series of ;eports 
obtained from survey of plants growing in the town- 
ship and in nearby places within a radius of 5 square 
km. The arrangement of families in the list below 
is according to Bentham and Hooker (1862-83). 
Genera within a family and species within a genus 
are arranged in alphabetical order. Herbaria are 
deposited at Department of Botany, University of 
Bihar, Muzaffarpur, Collections were made during 
1964-68 by author himself. Short comments about 
the habitat and use of plants is given to emphasise 
the importance of the plant concerned in the vege- 
tation of the area. The nomenclature has been 
revised where necessary. 

ENUMERATION 

DICOTYLEDONS 

WUNCULACEAE 

RMuncolm sceleralms Linn. 
Winter weed near neglected ponds, 

DILLENIACEAE 

DMeda indica Linn. 
Ornamental tree in garden. 

MAGNOLIAGEAE 

Michelia c b p a c 8  Linn. 
Arborescent garden plant. 

ANNONACEAE 

Annona reticulata Linn. 
Cultivated for ediblc fruits. 

A. squamosa Linn. 
Cultivated for fruits, wild also, 

Polyalthis longifolia (Sonner.) Thw. 
On road sides and in gardens. 

MENISPERMACEAE 

Tinol~pora ccwdiifolie Miers. 
Wild climber. 

NYMPHAEACEAE 

Nelumbium aucifera Gaertn. 
In neglected ponds. 

PAPAVERACEAE 

Argemone mexieaas Linn. 
Wild in dry alkaline soil. 

FUMARIACEAE 

Fmnaria ~#rrvibrs Lamk. 
Weed in mustard and wheat fields. 

CRUCIFERAE 

Bramica camp& Linn. var. y a r s ~ ~  Prain 
Cultivated -for oil. 

Rorippa incEicum (DC.) Beck. 
Ornamental, in winter, in gardens. 

Raphanus d v a  Linn. 
Cultivated for edible roots. 

CAPPARIDACEAE 

Cleume gynaadra Lim. 
Wild with white flowers. 

C. vierocma Linn. 
Abundant in waste places, flowers yellow. 



POLYGALACEAE 
Polygala chinensis Linn. 

Gregarious in damp places. 

CARYOPHYLLACEAE 
Manthw siaeasia Linn. 

Ornamental garden plant. 
PORTULACACEAE 

Portulaca gmndiiora Hook. 
Exotic garden plant. 

P. oleracea Linn. 
Abundant in usar lands, 

AIZOACEAE 
MoUugo spergula Linn. 

In shade by the side of walls. 
Trianthema pwtdacadnm finn. 

Under trees. 
DIP TEROCARPACEAE 

Shoree robusta Gaertn. 
Planted on road sides. 

MALVACEAE 

Abelmogchw escdentus (Linn.) Moench. 
Vegetable crop. 

Abntilon M c w n  (Linn.) Sweet emend. Hochr. 
Tree undergrowth. 

Gossypim batbadense Linn. 
Cultivated, in the back of houses. 

Hibiscus sabdMa Linn. 
Cultivated for fibres. 

Malvanm coromuUtdeliaaumi &inn.) Garcke. 
Orchard undergrowth. 

Sida cordIoIia Linn. 
Wild, abundant in uncultivated lands. 

BOMBACEAE 
Bombax ceiba Ljnn. 

Wild isolated trees. 

TILIACEAE 
C W ~ ~ O N B  eesrtPans Linn. 

Cultivated for fibres. 
C. CBpsqdaaia 1,inn. 

Small herb on road sides. 
Grewia subinequalis DC. 

Cultivated for fruits. 

LINACEAE 

Linm dtathimum Linn. 
Cultivated for oil. 

GERANIACEAE 

Biophytum DC. 
opm fields during rains, 

OXALIDACEAE 
Oxailie coraicdab Linn. 

In damp shady places. 
BALSAMINACEAE 

Impatiens balsamina Linn. 
Ornamental plant. 

RUTACEAE 

Aegle marmeIw Corr. 
Cultivated, 

C h m  d c a  Linn. 
Cultivated for fruits. 

Fern* limoala (Linn,) Swingle 
Wild, on high lands. 

M m y 8  panicdata (Linn.) Jack. 
Cultivated for flowers. 

MELIACEAE 

Azadirachta indim Juss. 
Called Bakain, grows wild. 

Melia azedarach Linn. 
Called Nim, wild. 

Switenia d o g a d  Linn. 
Planted on road sides. 

RHAMNACEAE 

Ziphw madtiam L a d .  
Wild, in dry places. 

VITACEAE 

Vitia quadrangularis Wall. 
Wild climber, often in gardens. 

V. trifolia Linn. 
Wild, creeper. 

V. M e r a  Linn. 
Cultivated. 

SAPINDACEAE 

Litchi c h i i d  Sonn. 
Cultivated for fruits. 

ANACARDIACEAE 

Anacard'ium occideatde Linn. 
In gardens. 

Mangifera indica Linn. 
In orchards. 

MORINGACEAE 

~01inga oleifem Lamk. 
On road sides and back of houses. 

LEGUMINOSAE 

Acacia catechu Willd. 
Wild, 
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Aeods nilotica (Linn.) Dcl. -var. tamentom 
Cuf. 
In gardens. 

AJbizzia lebbek (Linn.) Benth. 
Cultivated, on road sides. 

Arechis hypogea Linn. 
Cultivated for oil. 

Bauhinia racemosa Lamk. 
Wild in dry places. 

B. varkgab Linn. 
Ornamental, on road sides. 

Bntea monosperma (Lamk.) Traub. 
Ornamental, occasional. 

Cajaws indim Spreng. 
Cultivated, pulse. 

Cassia fiehrla Linn. 
Garden plant. 

C. oecidentPlisr Linn. 
Wild, large herb. 

C. fOrP Linn. 
Small widely distributed herb. 

Cicer arfetinum Linn. 
Cultivated, pulse. 

CWorir ternabear Linn. 
Garden plant. 

CMalttria jonces Linn. 
Cultivated for fibres. 

Dalbergia d m  Roxb. 
Common timber tree, cultivated. 

%lonix re& (Boj.) Rag. 
On road sides. 

Dolichoa hblab Linn. 
Cultivated, vegetable crop. 

Lafhyrus d v w  Linn. 
Cultivated, pdlse. 

h a  eecolenta Moench. 
Cultivated pulse. 

Melilotne alba Lamk, 
Weed. 

M. W c a  All. 
Weed in winter crops; 

Mimom padim Idnn. 
Wild, under trees. 

Ph- mrmgo Linn. 
Cultivated, pulse. 

PSwm sntivum Linn. 
Cultivated, pulse. 

Pmapia Linn. 
Rare, on road sides. 

Ptcrocrvpns mmmpiu311 Roxb. 
Cultivated for medicinal value, 

(Benth.) Svaca mow (Roxb.) D. Wilde. 
Planted on road sides. 

S&da awptica Pers. 
Cultivated as hedge. 

Tamarindua Indica Linn. 
On road sides. 

Trigoneus foenum+yaeeum Linn. 
Cultivated for spices. 

V h  faba Linn. 
Cultivated, vegetable crop, 

ROSACEAE 

Rom dba Linn. 
Ornamental, in gardens. 

C R A S S U L A ~  
Bryqhflum crtlycinum Salis. 

Cultivated for ornamental leaves. 
Kalsncboe lacin'ita DC. 

Ornamental, in gardens. 
HALORRHAGIDACEAE 

Myriqhyllum indium Willd. 
Floating aquatic weed. 

COMBRETACEAE 
QdqnarIts hdica Linn. 

Garden climber. 
Terminalia duns W. & Kowa. 

In gardens. 
MYRTACEAE 

C d l i m n  lineark DC. 
Small garden tree. 

Eucalyptw masculata Hook. 
Garden tree. 

Psidim ~pcasjava Linn. 
Grows wild, cultivated for fruits. 

Syzygkm cumine (Linn.) Skeels. 
Fruit and timber uee, abundant. 

S. jamb- (Linn.) Alston. 
Cultivated for fruits. 

LYTHRACEAE 
Ammania btuxka Linn. 

In low watery crop fields. 
L- indica Linn. 

Cultivated for ornamental flowers. 
Laweonia inermis Linn. 

Cultivated as hedge. 
P d c a  granetum Linn. 

Cultivated for fruits. 
ONAGRACEAE 

J d m a  repene Linn. 
Floating aquatic, 



TRAPACEAE 

Traps natans Linn. var. bhpbo~a (Roxb.) Makino. 
Aquatic, wild or cultivated. 

PASSIFLORACEAE 

Padflora foetida Linn. 
Wild delicate climber. 

CARICACEAE 

Carica papaya Linn. 
Cultivated for fruits. 

CUCURBITACEAE 

C - b  indica Naud. 
Cultivated, vegetable crop. 

C~~IQIIUB Ian- (Thunb.) Mansf. 
Cultivated for fruits. 

CocomEs nrdo Linn. 
Cultivated for fruits. 

C. mtivm~ Linn. 
Cultivated for fruits. 

C w m W  magimr Duch. 
Cultivated over huts. 

C. pepo Linn. 
Cultivated in dry sandy soil. 

Lagenaria siceracia (Roxb.) Standl. 
Cultivated, vegetable .crop. 

L d a  acutanglds Roxb. 
Cbltivated for vegetables. 

L. cyfirhica (Linn.) Roem. 
Cultivated vegetable crop. 

MO- chmmtia Linn. 
cultivated vegetable crop. 

CACTACEAE 
Opmtia monocantha Haw. 

Hedge, weed in uncultivated lands. 

UMBELLIFERAE 

Aaetbum sows b c b ,  
Wild, winter weed. 

Gate& (Umn.) Urbon. 
In wet places. 

-m 4- Iinn. 
Cultivated as spices. 

Deago, ,- Linn. 
Cultivated vegetable crop. 

TnE- ?ill- Haines 
hte in open fields. 

RUBTAGEAE 
m a  Miq. 

Gm- o~ca3ionaI: 

Hedyotis verticiilata (Linn:) Lamk. 
Wild, under trees. 

Pxora arbores Roxb. ex Sm. 
Ornamental tree, cultivated. 

Okden1andia corymbm Linn. 
Wild, in cool places. 

COMPOSITAE 

A w u m  conmides Linn. 
Wild, in damp places. 

Blumea Bava DC. 
As weed in crop fields. 

Carthamus tinctorb Linn. 
Cultivated. 

Chrysanthemum aadcanurm (Linn.) Vatke. 
Cultivated in gardens. 

C ~ ~ m o s  bipinnatue Cav. 
In gardens. 

Eeiipta alba Hassk. 
Sides of water canals. 

Helionthus amnus Linn. 
In gardens. 

Launaea ~~ (Roxb.) Hook. f. 
Wild in play-grounds. 

%n&w brachyotus DC. 
In open fields. 

Tagetes pat& Linn. 
In gardens. 

Tridrur pmcumbens L i n .  
In dry open fields. 

Xanthium stnrmarlua Linn. 
On road sides, bank of ponds. 

PRIMULACEAE 

A m  aw~llals Linn. 
Weed, in moist places. 

SAPOTACEAE 

A c W  wpta Linn. 
Cultivated for fru'lrs. 

Madhaea! indicn Gmel. 
Wild in fields and orchards. 

OLEACEAE 

Jadnum a d d m  Vahl 
Wild and cultivated both. 

Nyctmthoa arbor-tdalia Linn. 
Cultivated for flowers. 

APOCYNACEAE 

N- hrdacum Mill. 
In gardens. 

RaovolBr, rrorpatfasP Benth. ex Kurz, 
Wild in shady places. 
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Tabemaemontana divaricata (Linn.) R. Br. 
Cultivated as hedge. 

Vinca roses Linn. 
Garden plant, 

ASCLEPIADACEAE 

Calotropis gigantea (Linn.) Ait. 
In open dry fields. 

C. procera (Ait.) Ait. f. 
Along with former species. 

Oxystelma eeculenta (Linn. f.) J. A. Schuttes. 
Ornamental, in gardens. 

Sor&nma acidwn (Roxb.) Voigt. 
Ornamental. 

LOGANIACEAE 

Strycbnos nux-vomica Linn. 
In watery rice fields. 

GENTIANACEAE 

Nymphoides cristatum (Roxb.) 0. Ktze. 
In neglected ponds. 

BORAGINACEAE 
Cynogloswwn lanceolatum Forsk. 

In open fields. 
HeliotMpim indicurm Linn. 

On road sides. 
H. ovalifolium Forsk. 

Along with walls, 
H. mphom Linn. 

In uncultivated lands. 
CONVOLVULACEAE 

Evolwlw alsinoides Linn. 
In play grounds. 

Ipomoea aqu~tica Forsk. 
Creeping on the side of ponds. 

I. bat.tas Lamk. 
Cultivated for edible tubers. 

I. cairica (Linn.) Sweet var, indies Wall. f. 
Garden creeper. 

CUSCUTACEAE 

C& retlexa Roxb. 
On several types of trees. 

SOLANACEAE 

Cspeicum snnuum Linn. 
Cultivated. 

C. frutescess Linn. 
Cultivated. 

C- hiraturn Jacq. 
Garden plant, 

Datm innoxia Mill. 
Weed. 

D. stramonium Linn. 
Weed by road sides. 

Lycopemicon l y c o ~ c u m  A. Shaw 
Cultivated for fruits. 

Nicotiano glutinom Linn. 
Cultivated. 

N. plmbaginifdia Viv. 
Weed in shady moist places. 

N. rustics Linn. 
Cultivated. 

N. tabacum Linn. 
Cultivated. 

Phymlis minims Linn. 
Under trees. 

Solanurn melongena 1,inn. 
Cultivated. 

S. nignun Linn. 
Weed in moist places. 

S, tuberornun Linn. 
Cultivated. 

S. swattense Burm. f. 
In orchards, under trees. 

SCROPHULARIACEAE 

1,indemia c d a c e a  (Linn.) F, Muell. 
Wild in shady places. 

L. hirsuta: Benth. 
Wild in shade. 

R u d i a  jmcea Zuccar. 
Garden plant. 

Scoparia dulcis Linn. 
In dry open fields. 

Strip angdfolia (D. Don) Saldham, 
In crop fields. 

S. lutea Lour. 
Parasite in sugarcane. 

OROBANCHACEAE 

Orobanche aeg~rptiaca Pers. 
Parasite in winter crops. 

LENTIBULARIACEAE 

Utricularia Mexa Forsk. var. $tell& (Linn.) Tayl. 
Ponds and rice-fields. 

PEDALIACEAE 
m u m  indicm Linn. 

Cultivated for oil. 
ACANTHACEAE 

Adbtocba vdca  Nees 
Occasionally in orchards, 
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An-aphis panicdata (Burm.) Wall. ex Nees 
In damp places. 

J d c i a  procumbens Linn. var. simplex (D. Don) 
Y amazaki. 
In high lands. 

Ruellia prostrata Poir. 
Under trees in orchards. 

R. tubemm Linn. 
With the former species. 

Rungia pectinata (Linn.) Nees 
In open dry fields. 

VERBENACE@ 

Clerodendron viwosum Vent. 
Weed, in uncultivated lads .  

Duranta repens Linn. 
Used as hedge. 

Gmelina arborea Roxb. 
Grown for timber. 

Lantana camara Linn. 
Exotic, abundant, as hedge also. 

Phyla nodiflora (Linn.) Greene 
On soft anct newly formed soil. 

Tectona grandis Linn. f. 
Planted on road sides for timber. 

Verbena ofscinalis Linn. 
In waste places, sides of walls. 

LABIATAE 

Anisomek indies (Linn.) 0. Ktze. 
Weed in open fields. 

h%nurus sibricw Linn. 
Along with walls. 

Leucas cepWoSes Spreng. 
In dry places, in crop fields. 

Nepeta hi do st an^^ (Roth) Haines 
Weed in moist places. 

Ocimum basiliclnn Linn. 
Under trees in moist places. 

0. sanch.ran Linn. 
Cultivated for medicinal and religious value. 

Salvia plebeiab Br. 
In gardens. 

NYCTAGINACEAE 

Boerhaavia dB- Linn. 
Weed, along road sides. 

b@vaa speetabili Willd. 
In gardens. 

AMARANTACEAE 
A c b ~ d b  aspera Linn. 

In orchards, under trees. 

Alternenthera 4 s  (Linn:) Dc. 
In moist places. 

Amarantus spinow Linn. 
Weed, on road sides. 

Celosia argent- Linn. var. criaata Voss. 
Ornamental gardeli plant. 

Digera alternifolia Aschers. 
Weed in moist places. 

CHENOPODI ACEAE 

Beta vul@ Linn. 
Cultivated. 

Chenopodium album Linn. 
Weed in crop fields.' 

PHYTOLACACEAE 

Rivinia laevis Linn. 
Weed in moist places. 

POLYGONACEAE 

Antigonon leptopw Hook. & Arn. 
In gardens. 

Muehlenbeckia platyclada Meissn. 
In gardens. 

Polygonurn limbaturn Meissn. 
On pond margins. 

P. orientale 
In ditches. 

P. plebejum R. Br. 
In play grounds. 

PIPERACEAE 

Peperomia pellucida H. B. & K. 
Winter weed on the side of walls. 

Piper betel Linn. 
Cultivated. 

LORANTHACEAE 

Loranthua globom Roxb. 
On mango and guava .trees. 

EUPHORBI ACEAE 

Acalypha ciliata Forsk. 
Garden plant. 

A. indica Linn. 
011 road sides. 

Croton s p d o r u s  Morung. 
Neglected places and road sides. 

Crozophora rottleri (Geis.) A. Juss. 
Wild in dry places. 

Emblica officinalis Gaertn. 
Cultivated for fruits, wild also. 

Phyllanthuro fraternus Webster. 
Weed in rainy season. 
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R i c h  cornmanis Linn. 
Cultivated for oil. 

Tmvh nudiflora Linn. 
Large wild tree, sides of canals. 

CANNABINACEAE 

Cllmnabh matjvw (Linn.) Benn. 
Weed in the back of houses. 

URTICACEAE 

Pou;rolzia zeyloniea (Linn.) Benn. 
Weed in moist places. 

MORACEAE 

Artocarpue integrifolia Linn. 
Cultivated, in orchards. 

Ficw benghalensis Linn. 
Wild on road sides. 
E wnosa Linn. 

Wild in orchards. 
F. reSlgioea Linn. 

Wild on road sides. 
F. vimm Aib. 

Wild on road sides. 
Morua atdrab Poir. 

Cultivated for fruits. 
CASUARINACEAE 

CnrrrPlina eq&eWalia Forst. 
Cultivated, in gardens. 

MONOCOTYLEDONS 

APONOGETONACEAE 

A* notsns (Linn.) Engl. & Krans. 
In ponds. 

HYDROCHARITACEAE 
HyclriUa verticilhta (Linn.) Royle 

In ponds. 
V a I h m h  bqPirPlis Linn. 

In ponds. 
ARACEAE 

AmwpbphaUlrs ampmdatw Blume 
On the back of houses. 

Colocnrdo eaculenta (Linn.) Schott. 
Sides of water canals. 

M a  d o t e a  Linn. 
In neglected ponds. 

Pothor mdeiw Linn. 
In gardens. 

LEMNACEAE 
WoMia lurblza W i m .  

In neglected ponds. 

PONTEDERIACEAE 

Eicluhornia c d p e s  (Mar.) Solms. 
In ponds and &tches. 

cERATOPHY LLACEAE 

(htto~by~Iunt demuersurm Limn. 
Tn ~onds.  

ORCHIDACEAE 
V ~ n h  pcdtlora Lindl. 

In gardens. 
Z e h  atratematics (Linn.) Schult. 

Weed in wet soil. 
ZINGIBERACEAE 

Cwmna amah Roxb. 
Wild. 

C. h d c a  Linn. 
Cultivated. 

Zingih offieinale Rosc. 
Cultivated. 

CANNACEAE 

Canna indica Linn. 
Garden plant. 

AMARY LLIDACEAE 
Agave americana Linn. 

In gardens, along crop fields, 
BROMELIACEAE 

Ananas satim Lindl. 
Cultivated for fruits. 

DIOSCOREACEAE 

Dios~oredc oppodtif01lP Linn. 
Wild in orchards. 

MUSACEAE 

Mum pmdsoica subsp. sapienttun (Linn.) f. Schum. 
Cultivated. 

LILIACEAE 

Allim cepa Linn. 
Cbltivated. 

A. d v u m  Limn. 
Cultivated. 

Aloe barbadmeis Mill. 
In gardens. 

Aqmmps racemom Willd. 
In gardens. 

Asphodelus tendfoliua Cav. 
Wild in moist places: 

Dracawn aqpdfolia Roxb. 
In gardens. 

Smlllseviera roxburghiana Schult. 
Cultivated in gardens. 
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Smilax zeylanica Linn. 
In gardens. 

Yucca Joefolia Linn. 
On road sides. 

COMMELINACEAE 

Commelina bengbalensis Linn. 
On the bank of ponds. 

C. nudiflom Linn. 
In shallow waters. 

PALMACEAE 

Are- catechu Linn. 
In gardens. 

BO,mgsgm flabellifer Linn. 
Very common, wild. 

COCW nucifera 
Cultivated in gardens. 

Phoenix s y l v d s  Roxb. 
In elevated areas. 

CYPERACEAE 

Cypem rotundm K i n .  
Weed in crop fields. 

Scirpus articnlatos Linn. 
In shalIow waters. 

GRAMINAE 

Avens stellatis Linn. 
Cultivated, cereal. 

Bambuea armdacea Willd 
Cultivated. 

-don dsetglon Pers. 
Common wild grass. 

Eleucine coracana (finn.) Gaertn. 
Cultivated. 

Hordeam vulgare Linn. 
Cultivated. 

Hygrorhiza a r k h  Nees 
.Weed, on the bank of ponds. 

Oryza sativa Linn. 
Cultivated. 

Pennisetum typhoider (Burm. f.) Stapf & Hubb. 
Cultivated. 

Posr syncrnoidea Retz. 
Along with railway tracks. 

Saccharm officinamm Linn. 
Cultivated. 

S. benghalegse Retz. 
Wild grass, 

Sorgbm dgwe Pers. 
Cultivated. 
Triticum aestivwn Linn. 

Cultivated, 
Zea mays Linn. 

Cultivated, 
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