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A NEW SPECIES OF WRIGIITIA RBr. (APOCYNAC.EAE) FROM INDIA
By
K. N. Bauapur AnD S.S.R. BESNET

Systemalic Botany Branch,
Forest Research Institute and Colleges, Dehra Dun

Wrightia dolichocarpa Bahadur et Bennet sp. nova

Frutices magni vel arbores parvae {ad 6m altae). Cortex alba opaca. Folia peticlis
3-5 mm longis glabris, lamina 8-19%3-i cm magna, elliptica vel oblongo-elliptica, basi
acuta, apice acuminata vel acuminato-caudata, flavovirente, glabra, costa subtus prominente,
pervie secundariis 8-12 paribus. Tollicnli 60-956 cm longi, virides, teretes, lenticellis
adspersae. Semina 3.2 4 cm longs, linearia, coma alba ca 5 cm longa.

Wrightiae tinctoriae [R. Br. affinis, sed differt folliculis seminibusque multo
longioribus (in . tinctoria folliculi 20-15 om longi semina ca 1.5 cm, coma semine
2.5-plo longior}.

Holotypus : Bonta Forest, Nagarhaveli, Western India, 20.10.1969. leg. Bahadur
12184, in Herb. DD.

Tsotypi : Bahadur 1218B, 1218C,
Paratypus: Saili, Nagarhaveli, 11.2.1976. leg, Bennet 2771, DD,
Wrightia dolichocarpa Bahadur & Bennet sp. nov.

Allied to Wrightia tincloria R. Br., but differs in having 60-95 cm long follicles,
9-3.4 cm Iong seeds and coms about 1% times as long as the seed, In W. tinctorsa the
follicles are 20-4% com long, seeds about 1.5 cm long with coma about 2} times as
long a8 the seed.

Holotype-Bahadur 12184, deposited in DD.

Large shrubs or amall trees up to 5m high, Bark dull white, Leaves 8-19x3-7 cm,
yellowish-green, glabrous, elliptic or elliptic-oblong, apex acuminate to caudate-acuminate,
base acute; midrib prominent beneath; secondary veins 8-12 pairs; petiole 3-5 mm long,
glabrous. Follicl_ga}Z, 60-05 cm long, dark green, coherent at the tip, slender, terete,

.

lenticellate. Seeds 3-3.4 em long, linear; coma white, about & cm long.
HolotypeBahadur 1218A, collected on 20.10.1869 from Bonts Forest, Nagarhaveli,
Wedtern India, is deposited in DD Herbarium.
Tsotypes-Bahadur 1218B and 1218C.

Paratype-Bennet 2771, ecollected on 10.2.1976 from Saili, Nagarhaveli, is also
deposited in DD.
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Wrightia dolichocarpa Babadur & Bennet sp, nov. l—branchlet with leaves,

2—twin follicles and 3—seed with coma.

33




34 : Inpiax FORESTER [JaNUARY,

This plant, commonly known by the local name dudh kudi, is generally a large
shrub 2.6-4 m high, but occasionally it is & small tree up to a height of 5 m. The cow-boys
use its latex for making instant curd in the field, They add about 5-7 drops of
latex to a cup of milk which turns into curd within 15-30 minutes. Aa the latex is plentiful
in the follicles, they generally make use of the fruits for this purpose. It is & well-known
plant in the region (Nagarhaveli) and is easily recognised by the local people even in the
vegetative condition. Surprisingly they find no difficulty in distinguishing this species from
the allied one, Wrightia tincloria (vern. kala kudi), which oocurs intermixed in the forest,
although even & trained botanist would find it hard to distinguish the two taxa without

taking recourse to the fertile material.

While revising the genus Wrightia on a world-wide basis, Phung Trung Ngan {(Ann,
Misa. Bot. Gard. 52:114-175. 1965) described a few new species from the Indian sub-
continent. All his types were carefully checked by one of the authors (K.N.B.) at Kew
and British Museum in London when he was on a visit to the European herbaria recently.
None of them, however, matched with the present material. Ngan’'s monograph as well as
the relevant specimens in Indian and European herbaria have been thoroughly scrutinised
before arriving at the conclusion that the species in question is new to science, It ie rather
unfortunate that in spite of our best efforts the lowers could not be made available, Itis
hoped to describe them at a later date.

Acknowledgement is made to Dr. A.K, Skvortsov of the Academy of Sciences of the
17.8.8.R., Moscow, for favour of rendering Latin translation and for suggesting an appro-
priate specific epithet (dolichocarpa, in Greek, means long fruits}; to curators of the various
herbaria for providing facilities to work; to Sri K.C. Sahuni, Forest Botanist, for kindly
going through the manuscript and to 8ri P.N. Sharma, Chief Artist, for the illustration.

. SUMMARY

A new species of Wrightia (Apocynaceae), viz. W. dolichocarpa Bahadur &
Bennet sp, nov, is described from Nagarhaveli in Western India. It is allied to
. tsnctoria R. Br. The latex from fruits is used by the cow-boys for making

" instant curd in the field, It is a well-known plant in the area and is locally
called dudh kudi.
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Eine neus Art der Wrightia R. Br. {Apocynaceae) vom Indien
K.N. BanaDuR UND B.8.R. BENNET
ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Eine neue Art der Gattung Wrightia {Apocynaceae) nimlich W. dolichocarpa Bahadur
und Bennet sp. novo ist vom Nagarhaveli im westliche Indien beschrieben. Die ist zur
W. tinctoria R. Br. verwandt. Der Latex aus ihren Frichten ist bei den Kuhjungen den
sofortige Quark im Feld zu machen benutzt. Das ist eine wohlgewuSte PHanz in der
Fliche und ist Dudh Kudi ortlich genannt.

Une nouvelle espéce de Wrightia R. Br. (famille des Apocyncées),
découverte en India

par K.N, Bananus Er 8.8.R. BENNET
Résumé

Wrightia delichocarpa Bahadur et Bennet, une nouvelle espéce de Wrightia (famille
des Apocynacées), découverte en région de Nagarhaveli, 3 Fovest de I'Inde, eat décrite. Tlle
se rapproche de W. tinctoria R.Br. Le latex sécrété par des fruits est utilisé en campagne,
par des vachers, pour confectionner, instantanément, du laiy caillé. C'est une plante bien
counue de la région ou I'on 'appelle “dudh kudi”.

150 Varieties of Cactus, 450 Varieties of Croton, varioys flowering
shrubs, 3,000,000 (3 million) plants of avenue trees of I to 5
height and quality seeds available,
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